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ABSTRACT 

As a part of the Final Report of the National Study 
of American Indian Education, this document presents the findings of 
the study team from the University of Colorado who spent a month at 
the Shonto Boarding School in 1969, Additional information was 
collected during brief visits and during a 1-week stay by the team 
leader who was at the reservation to share some of the preliminary 
findings with the personnel at the school. The history, geography, 
economy, and attitudes of the community are described as they relate 
to the boarding school. The structure of the school, staffing 
pattern, and selection procedures of local school board members are 
included, as are the Navajo educational goals and facts relating to 
curriculum of the school. (LS) 
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NATIONAL STUDY OF AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION 



The attached paper is one of a number which make up the Final 
Report of the National Study of American Indian Education. 

This Study was conducted in 1968-69-70 with the aid of a grant 
from the United States Office of Education, OEC-0-8-080147-2805. 



The Final Report consists of five Series of Papers: 



I. Community Backgrounds of Education in the Communities 
( Which Have Been Studied. 

II. The Education of Indians in Urban Centers. 

III . Assorted Papers on Indian Education- -mainly technical 
papers of a research nature f 

IV. The Education of American Indians --Substantive Papers. 

V. A Survey of the Education of American Indians, 



The Final Report Series will be available from the ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service after they have been announced in Research in 
Education . They will become available commencing in august, 1970, and 
the Series will be completed by the end of 1970. 
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PREFACE 



Most of the information for this study was collected by a field 
team of four persons from the University of Colorado which spent a 
month living at the Shonto Boarding School in 1969, Additional infor- 
mation was collected by various members during brief summer visits and 
by the team leader who spent a week there in November to share some of 
the preliminary findings with school personnel at Shonto, 

Throughout the above periods of residence virtually all school- 
related functions were attended: faculty, school board and chapter 

house meetings; athletic and recreational events; preschools; missions; 
and trading posts. Most of the time was spent interviewing a large 
sample of 88 students, some 38 parents, plus many teachers, adminis- 
trators and dormitory personnel. School board members and influential 
persons in the community were also interviewed. The team is deeply 
appreciative of all the cooperation, time and ideas which such a large 
part of the community gave so generously. 
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THE SHONTO COMMUNITY 



Location 



Shonto is located in the northwest corner of the Navajo Reservation 
(Map 1). The area is characterized by a complex system of highlands and 
mesas, generally referred to as the Shonto Plateau, deeply dissected by 
parallel canyons which drain the area. 

Shonto Canyon is unique among the canyons in the area } in that 
sometime in the past a landslide blocked the mouth of the canyon and 
enabled a broad layer of alluvium to be deposited which traps water and 
creates marshes. Typically the other canyons are still eroding deeper 
and deeper into the sandstone. 

An isolated area until recently, Shonto is now connected by roads 
to Flagstaff, the most important nearby urban center, 120 miles to the 
Southwest. Tuba City, an agency town located on the reservation with BIA, 
school. Tribal, and U. S. Public Health facilities is located midway 
between Shonto and Flagstaff (Map 2). Shonto is still relatively isolated 
since access is via a three*mile stretch of unpaved road off a dead-end 
paved road of 9 miles. This latter road, however, is connected to the 
major highway known as the Navajo Trail, traveled by increasing numbers 
of tourists yearly. 

The area is characterized by very cold winters, with alternating 
freezing and thawing of the ground caused by the presence of fog and some 
snow. Travel to the school from outlying districts is made difficult by 
the mud, and at times the unpaved stretch of road is difficult to traverse. 

Summers are mild and dry. 

The Shonto Boarding School serves three traditional Navajo communities 
Shonto, Inscription House, and Navajo Mountain, in addition to several periph 
eral areas such as the northern reaches of Black Mesa (Map 3) . Most of the 
region was formerly served by more distant boarding schools, and in not a few 
cases by no school at all. Each of the above communities has its own trader; 
constitutes a Chapter, which is the Navajo Tribe political subdivision, and 
maintains a Chapter house; a preschool; and usually a mission. 



Population 



The population density is low throughout the area. For the Shonto 
trader it has been defined as approximately 230 square miles and about 600 
persons representing 100 households within 38 residential or territorial 
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